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PREFACE

US military personnel may be required to serve in areas of the world where
environmental and cultural conditions (for example terrain, availability of
prey, low human population density) favor proliferation of venomous snake
populations. Under such conditions, the probability of encounters between
man and snake is increased.

This identification guide is intended for the commander and his medical and
operations officers. It provides specific information needed for planning anti-
venom support for a mission, and general information needed to maintain
troop discipline and morale while operating in snake infested areas. Specific
information also is provided on the relative risk/severity of bites by the vari-
ous species of venomous snakes found in the Middle East and on their
identification.

Written and graphic material describing/illustrating the physical characteris-
tics of the snakes found in the Middle East is provided so that reasonably ac-
curate identifications may be made. In addition, each species of snake is
classified according to a category of risk based upon peacetime indigenous
factors. (Disturbances and disruptions of snakes’ habitats resulting from
troop movements in time of hostilities may increase the frequency of encoun-
ters). These categories are:

[ MAJOR RISK Frequency of envenomation high;
venom highly toxic.

Il MODERATE RISK Frequency of envenomation moderate;
venom may be highly toxic to mildly
toxic.

1 MINOR RISK Frequency of envenomation low;

venom may be moderately toxic to
mildly toxic.

v LITTLE RISK Frequency of envenomation low;
venom only slightly toxic.
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